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Group Wants to 
Reopen Albany Store

The Albany Community Trust hopes to reopen this store on Route 14. 
(Photo by Christopher Roy)

By CHRISTOPHER ROY
Staff Writer

 
ALBANY – If some people have their way 
the smell of freshly brewed coffee and the 
laughter of friends gathering before the 
work day will once again rise from this 
village.

Within the next few weeks, the Albany 
Community Trust plans to purchase 
the former Albany General Store. Fire 
destroyed the business several years ago. 
The group already bought the neighbor-
ing Michael Grondin property. Another 
fire had destroyed the Grondin home in 
December.

During a meeting Thursday evening the 
residents, who packed the town hall to hear 
about the group's plan seemed pleased with 
the idea.

Larry Bohen, secretary for the Albany 
Community Trust, explained before the 
meeting that the group wants to rehabili-
tate the building and lease it to someone. 
who will run the store that will most likely 

have a deli, an eating section, a parking 
area and picnic tables. Later, they may add 
a farmer's market.

"We think it is important as a commu-
nity gathering spot," Bohen explained, on 
why the community needs a general store. 
"We have people here who need a closer 
spot to buy their basic, staple groceries."

The closest store now is four to five miles 
away.

The Albany Community Trust has 
already raised $94,000 in its first phase of 
fundraising. It is receiving advice from the 
Preservation Trust of Vermont that also 
contributed some financial assistance. The 
group intends to apply for up to a $100,000 
USDA Rural Development Grant to cover 
equipment expenses. They also hope to 
receive financial aid from the Northeastern 
Vermont Development Association as well 
as others including in-kind assistance.

                 (See Albany Store Page 5)

NCCC- Early Childhood 
Development Program is 
Stepping Stone 

Left to right Early Childhood Development students are Tracey Cooney, Brianna LaMadeleine, Heidi Santaw 
(teacher), Abbey McDaniel and Maria Young. (Photo by Ed Barber)   

By Ed Barber
Staff Writer

     
Early childhood development can be a stepping 
stone for a career in human services, education, 
or the medical field. The program at North 
Country Career Center offers hands on expe-
rience working with children. The field work is 
balanced with lectures from professionals span-
ning multiple careers.

 The Early Childhood Development program 
started 10 years ago with the hiring of Heidi 
Santaw. Unlike other career center programs 
there is no lab, wood lot, kitchen or garage for 
these students. An arrangement with area ele-
mentary schools serve as living labs.

“The schools are supportive,” Santaw said. 
“This allows students exposure to all ages (pre-
school to sixth grade).”

 The curriculum’s primary focus is from birth 
to age eight, although all age groups are addressed. 
Children’s development, behavior and behavior 
management are core areas of study.

“We have a huge community support system,” 
Santaw said. “I have professionals here to share 
their knowledge.”

Subjects range from child abuse, mandated 
reporting, sign language, first aid and CPR, to 
understanding the brain and even cyber safety.

 “More and more kids are veering off into court 
issues and law enforcement,” Santaw said. The 
field of human services is evolving and the cur-
riculum will expand to incorporate new career 
paths.

Students are able to become certified in sign 
language with mastery of 500 sign words. 

Field work starts with observation with stu-
dents shadowing teachers. The students supervise 
a reading group or work on other skills. Level one 
students design “crafty” events that are fun. A 
lesson plan is outlined, material is chosen and the 
student manages the entire lesson. 

“They are 100 percent responsible for present-
ing the activity,” Santaw said. “First they teach 
and then write a reflection of their work.”

Level two students design a lesson based on a 
topic chosen by Santaw. Students develop a deep-
er understanding of the topic by creating a game 
plan. A class of elementary students is divid-
ed into small groups. Santaw’s students rotate 
through each group presenting their lesson.

Following the field trip the students com-
plete a reflection sheet documenting what 
works and what doesn’t. The field trips 

comprise up to 50 hours of real life class-
room experience over the course of a year. 
Most human services employment opportunities 
require a college degree.

 “This program is a good foundation to be a 
teacher or social worker,” Santaw said. “You need 
to understand children and how they develop.”

High school students have four dual enroll-
ment options that can earn 12 college credits. 
Recently several students sat at computers taking 
a college level Introduction to Human Resources 
class online during the interview.

Online Community College of Vermont class-
es have an extra benefit for students. It disciplines 
them to be responsible to complete assignments 
without direct supervision.

“There’s no one to hold your hand,” Santaw 
said.

Some students in the program enroll in pursuit 
of social service degrees but there are a myriad of 
career opportunities available.

Santaw has dual college degrees in early and 
elementary education. She taught a few years 
and then focused on raising her children. After 
11 years as a child care provider Santaw brought 
her education and experience to the career center. 
“The kids get me here every day,” Santaw said. “I 
want them to leave here ready to be successful.”

 Brianna Lamadeleine
Health Careers popularity prevented 

Lamadeleine from enrolling into the North 
Country Career Center program as a first choice. 
She doesn’t regret her second choice.

“I like it; it’s cool to go into the elementary 
schools and see how kids react versus seeing them 
in a home setting,” Lamadeliene said. The pro-
gram prepares students for their future careers.

Hands on experience is the best way for college 
bound students to narrow their career choice she 
asserts.

Following graduation Lamadeleine will enroll 
at Plymouth State University in New Hampshire 
with a focus on children and as a school social 
worker.

 “This line of work deals with bullying, sub-
stance abuse and other issues,” Lamadeleine said.

 The Early Childhood Development program 
offers students the experience necessary to build 
a foundation to pursue future goals.

 “There’s a lot you can do with this program,” 
Lamadeleine said. “The program prepares us for 
our careers.” 

Barton Wants Junk 
Yards Cleaned Up

From left Barton selectmen Ken Salzmann, Bob Croteau and Lenny Zenonos review the town's 
business. (Photo by Ed Barber) 

By Ed Barber
Staff Writer
 
A junk yard ordinance must be enforced or 
there’s no purpose in having the regulation,  
Barton selectman Lenny Zenonos said. The 
comment  was in response to an alleged 
violation of the ordinance by a Barton resi-
dent. The matter was raised at last Tuesday 
evening’s select board meeting. Zenonos 
volunteered to contact the landowner.
On his own initiative neighbor selectman 
Ken Salzmann paid the landowner a visit. 
He found most of the vehicles properly 
registered. Four were not, but are being dis-

mantled and the parts sold. The vehicles are 
visible from Salzmann’s property.
“Is he in violation of the ordinance?” 
Zenonos asked.
“Technically yes,” Salzmann said.
It is unlawful to place or discard abandoned 
junk or four or more junk motor vehicles 
visible from the traveled portion of a road, 
or visible to an abutting landowner.

                      (See Barton Page 5) 


